THE MESSENGER FOR JANUARY, 2018
HAPPY 2018

PASTOR JOSH’S MESSAGE
Our Bishop, Laurie Haller, originally told this story on her blog on
12/4/17. Edited for space here, you can read the full story at
http://www.lauriehaller.org/war-and-peace-the-circle-goes-achristmas-story/
The story begins during World War 2, when thousands of German
soldiers were transported to the Algona, Iowa area as prisoners of
war. During the war, four million German soldiers were killed,
three million were injured, and eight million German soldiers
became POWs. One of those POWs was a German named Eduard
Kaib, an architect by profession and radio man in the war. He was
captured in France in August 1944, taken to a holding camp in Italy, and then transported to
Iowa in the fall; all while being sick with a gastric ulcer. Almost 400,000 German soldiers were
brought to the US during the war. The major camps in Iowa were located in Clarinda and
Algona. 10,000 German POWs called Algona home from April 1944 to February 1946.
In the Algona camp, prisoners created an orchestra, choir, and drama club. But the camp became
most well-known for POW Eduard Kaib, who, upon arrival in Algona, had a vision of bringing
the joy of Christmas to the camp. Like prisoners of war the world over, the men in Algona
keenly felt the isolation and loneliness of separation from their loved ones and country. That
loneliness intensified at Christmas. During that first Christmas of 1944, Kaib built a small
nativity set by shaping the Iowa soil into 18-inch-high figures, baking them in an oven to harden,
and then arranging them in a 12-foot wide space in the prisoners’ quarters. On Christmas Eve,
the prisoners gathered around the nativity scene and sang “Silent Night” (Stille Nacht) in
German.
Kaib’s labor of love attracted the attention of the Camp Commander, Arthur Lobdell, who asked
Kaib if he would be willing to create a much larger Nativity Scene for the camp. The only
stipulation was that funds would have to come from the prisoners themselves (They were paid 80
cents a day.). Kaib and five other POWs started in January and worked on the nativity the entire
year. As a non-commissioned officer, Kaib did not have to work in the fields and could devote
all his time.
In December 1945, they unveiled the fruit of their labor: 65 figures. There was the infant Jesus,
Mary and Joseph, kneeling shepherds with 31 sheep, the wise men, and angels. In the
background was the town of Bethlehem. The $8,000 cost was entirely paid for by the meager
daily earnings of the prisoners.
When the war ended and the prisoner of war camp closed, the German prisoners donated the
Nativity Scene to the community of Algona with the provision that it was would always be free
to the public. It still stands as a permanent exhibit.
Happy New Year!
Pastor Josh

FAMILY AND FRIENDS NEEDING OUR PRAYERS:
 Marge Beals: Is recovering at home after a hospital stay with pneumonia.
 Jeff Benz (Jen Medina’s step father): needs prayers as he recovers from a liver
transplant surgery, fighting pain, and some reaction to anti-rejection medication.
 Joan Foresman: Is undergoing tests at Lutheran Hospital.
 Mike Prey (Jen Medina’s uncle): Is struggling with the anti-rejection medication
following a heart transplant.
 John and Barb Ratcliffe and family. John's brother Gary Dobernecker died of cancer
after having been in hospice.
 Continue to pray for those members and friends that are unable to be with us on
Sunday:
 NOTE – If you have knowledge of someone that is hospitalized, may need a visit or
phone call, please let Pastor Josh know. Also, if you wish to have a visit from Pastor
Josh, please contact him at the church at 266-6404 or on his cell 991-6368

EDUCATION REPORT by Erin Lowe, Christian Education Chairperson:
 There are blessing bags available for those interested and we will be making more in the
coming weeks.
ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD
 Administrative Board will meet on January 16th at 7:00 PM.
 At the November AD Board meeting safety concerns were raised, in light of the recent
gun violence across our nation, about the downstairs door remaining unlocked during
worship. Additional concerns were raised that there is not always someone available to
greet downstairs anyway. AD Board decided that the downstairs door should be locked
after Sunday School and we will no longer have a greeter downstairs before worship.
 Sharon Baker and Mary Brown have been working on completion of a monthly
congregation activity schedule. Following is what they have, so far. If other groups
would be willing to fill in some of the questions and empty months, please let Sharon or
Mary know – and THANKS!!

2018 Sheridan Park monthly social events
January 14 : Finance team luncheon after worship
February 11th: UMW meal after worship.
March 14th: Missions fund raiser potato bar after worship
April 1st:
Easter breakfast after sunrise service. 3G’s group
May:
Possibly Youth group?
June:
Was a cook out after church in '17?
July:
SPRC will host breakfast before an outdoor worship –
should we have one
th
August 7 : Co-host National Night Out with Sheridan Gardens
Neighborhood
September:
Sunday School kick off by Education?
th
October 30
Trunk or Treat - Evangelism
th

Halloween party?
November 18: “Alter of Thankfulness”? Worship Committee?
December:
Hanging of the Greens 1st Sunday of Advent
3rd Sunday – Special/favorite treat Sunday
Tree and church decorating with lunch or snacks after?
The 2018 Administrative Council includes the following: Josh Steward, Sharon Baker, John
Ratcliffe, Marjean Moyle, Erin Lowe, Alice Nelson, Margie Brown, Mary Brown, Lois Nolte,
Jennifer Medina, Carlos Medina, Phyllis Roe, Doris Sheeder, Dick Smith and Jeff Woodard.
Note – Mission team rotates attendance.
Note – Anyone is welcome to attend Ad Board meetings and minutes are posted on the
board for your information.
WORSHIP REPORT by Jennifer Medina:
A BIG thank you to all that assisted in making the Advent worship services so meaningful – the
choir for their time spent practicing and then performing during worship, Marjean and Beverly
for their special music, those that lit Advent candles, those that brought poinsettias and those that
brought their special treats on cookie Sunday
.
Thanks from Joan Foresman for all the cards, calls and prayers while she
was ill during the last couple months.

Congratulations:
Jerry Nelson officially retired, after 36 years 8 months, from the City of Des Moines on
December 29, 2017. Jerry started in the garbage department, then a custodian at City Hall and
the last 33 1/2 years has worked in the Street Maintenance Department. His family is excited to
see what adventures he will have. Congratulations, Jerry from you Sheridan Park UMC friends
and family.
Men’s breakfast:
Saturday, January 20th – 8:00 AM breakfast at Perkins on Euclid

MISSION REPORT by Mission Team
 Outerwear, paper products and toiletries were collected by our congregation and sent to
Bidwell Riverside Center and Hope Ministries. Christmas treats were prepared and
distributed to the church shut ins.
 2018 will start a new year with multiple opportunities for mission service and giving. We
are a Third Mile giving church because of contributions of $15 per member toward 8
mission giving categories. We continue to support Emmanuel and Florence Mefor, our
missionaries serving in Zimbabwe. The children spearheaded the Heifer Project that
contributed over $1000 toward the purchase of livestock for families in other countries.
We know that SPUMC members have generous hearts. Thank you.

 January 14 is our first special offering, Human Relations Day. This offering will assist
Community Developers as they extend a helping hand to those in crisis so they can
overcome formidable obstacles. Meeting the needs in low income communities is a goal.
 Our United Methodist Women contributed $200 for the South Sudanese Christmas. This
group meets for worship at First UMC in downtown Des Moines. They have just started a
Sunday School program for their children and held their first Christmas program. Sacks
of goodies were prepared for each of the children so a word of thanks has come from
Pastor Aaron Limmo to our church.
 The United Methodist Volunteer in Mission work project in which Beverly Nolte is
involved will be leaving Feb. 1 for Havana, Cuba. The group of 12 will travel out on the
island to the Methodist Church Camp Canaan where they will have a variety of jobs on
their “to do” list. They are taking medications, a radial and submergible turbine as
requested by the Cubans. Please pray for the safety and success of the trip/group.
WORSHIP REPORT by Jennifer Medina:
A BIG thank you to all that assisted in making the Advent worship services so meaningful – the
choir for their time spent practicing and then performing during worship, Marjean and Beverly
for their special music, those that lit Advent candles, those that brought poinsettias and those that
brought their special treats on cookie Sunday.
FINANCE REPORT by Margie Brown, Chairperson:
The following shows the “budget” income and expenses paid as of December 27th:
General Budget Income
Pledge Envelopes = currently 29 giving units
Non Pledge Envelopes = 19 giving units
Unknown Giving
Special Budget Giving “Friends”
Extra Budget Giving “Members”
Sunday School
Loose Money
Special Giving for CAT
Mid American Energy Rebate
UMW Budget Giving
Church and Parking Lot Usage Donations
May 21st Luncheon
Postage for mailing Newsletter
Reimbursement for Tree Trimming at Church
Reimbursement for Motion Switch in Stairway
Bank Correction for Duplicate Check Order
Total Budget Income

1st 11 Months
2017

64,155.70
9,828.11
80.00
1,614.00
1,836.13
592.84
131.43
150.00
513.78
1,194.64
835.00
100.00
10.00
400.00
200.00
60.85
81,702.48

December 27,

2017
3,050.00
1,001.80
20.00
150.00
.00
45.00
24.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
25.00
.00
.00
.00
4,315.80

2017
Year to Date
67,205.70
10,829.91
100.00
1,764.00
1,836.13
637.84
155.43
150.00
513.78
1,194.64
835.00
100.00
35.00
400.00
200.00
60.85
86,018.28

FINANCE REPORT (continued):
Expenses Incurred and Paid
Apportionments
Direct Health & Pension
Pastor Salary/Support (Based on 71% eff. 7/1/17)
Janitor Salary & SS Paid
Stewardship Programs
Church Office Expenses (includes phone beg. Sept.)
Christian Ed. & Media Resource Center
Ministries (Children/Youth/Coffee Time)
Worship Material & Programs
Evangelism
Property Maintenance to the Church
Insurance (Property & Workman’s Comp)
Utilities
 Mid American Energy
 Century Link (Jan. – Aug.)
 Des Moines Water Works
Total Expenses Incurred and Paid

3,002.00
18,319.08
35,368.93
5,383.19
35.97
1,462.84
1,183.07
261.35
291.97
90.95
2,237.20
3,850.00
3,097.76
504.01
2,801.55
77,889.87

.00
1,361.94
2,637.68
645.13
.00
1,955.12 *
.00
9.99
129.00
.00
75.50
264.00
333.30
.00
242.17
7,653.83

3,002.00
19,681.02
38,006.61
6,028.32
35.97
3,417.96
1,183.07
271.34
420.97
90.95
2,312.70
4,114.00
3,431.06
504.01
3,043.72
85,543.70

Total Income Less Expenses
Carryover balance from prior year end
Check book balance for Budget Items

474.58
2,517.60
2,992.18

*The Church Office Expenses shown for December includes a new computer that has been
ordered for the pastor’s office.
In my article last month I asked that those that volunteer within the community and/or for
United Methodist organizations to provide me with a list of where, how often and how many
people were served through your volunteerism. If you have volunteered at Hope Ministries,
Women at the Well, Neighborhood Associations, etc. please provide information in writing to
Margie so it can be noted in the Statistical Reports that are due shortly after year end.
Your Finance Team will be starting the completion of the 2017 Financial Audit Report and the
Statistical Reports shortly after year end as well as having their first quarterly meeting on
Tuesday, January 9th. If there is anyone that has background experience with audits and
would like to get involved with the finances of the church we are looking to expand our
committee.
Sheridan Park members/friends should be proud of the mission giving during 2017. It takes
$12 per member to be a second mile church, $2 per member to be a third mile church and an
additional $1 to Local/Institutional (camperships, college scholarship and Blessing bags). This
means with a membership of 113 at the end of 2016, our mission giving would need to
be $1,695. Our cash contribution was $5,313. We also gave $395 to our local giving and
an estimate of $2,906 non-cash donations to Hope Ministries, DAV and Bidwell. This is a
total mission giving of $8,614.
If you have any questions regarding the church budget or any other funds feel free to either
contact myself or Jim Moyle, our church treasurer.

TRUSTEE’s REPORT by Jeff Woodard, Trustees Chairperson
 There is a snow removal list posted on the board in the hallway. Thanks, if you can
help.
 If you know of something at the church that needs looked at, or repaired, please let Jeff
or one of the Trustees know.
PRAYER BAND GROUP:
This group meets every other Tuesday morning at 9:30 A.M.
January 2nd – At church; Alice Marnin, host
January 16th – At Phyllis Roe’s home
January 30th – At Barbara Potter’s home
YOUTH:
The youth group (4th – 12th grade) meet each Wednesday at the church from 6 to 7 P.M.
. If you are able to assist with a light meal please see the sign up sheet in back of sanctuary.
Our youth do enjoy “breaking bread” together as they begin their discussion and activities.
This can be very simple ($5.00 pizza, cold cut sandwiches, etc.) and they are very appreciative.

SCRAPBOOKING:
This group meets every third Sunday in the Fellowship Hall. They often order food and share in
fellowship. They invite anyone with any project or hobby that might benefit from the space to
join them on Sunday, January 21st from 11:30 to 3:30.
GLEANERS CLASS - Fellowship Opportunity: No January meeting
COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES:
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
While Bidwell no longer works with these box tops, Brubaker still does. If you don’t have
another school that you donate these to, please trim, bring to church and Marjean will get them to
Brubaker.
MOBILE FOOD PANTRY SITE:
DMARC’s mobile pantry is at the Norwoodville Community Center, 3077 NE 46th Avenue,
each Thursday from 1:00 – 4:00 PM. If this would help you, or someone else, please check
it out. For more information and other sites see www.dmarcunited.org/food/mobile.
SUPPORT GROUP: Mary Benz, mother of Jennifer Medina, runs an Alzheimer's support
group for caregivers of those who have a loved one diagnosed with any type of dementia. It is
the first Tuesday each month at Prince of Peace Lutheran from 1-2pm. Use the fellowship hall
door on the church's north side. This is an Alzheimer's Association support group run out of the
greater Iowa chapter.
Reminder:
Lets be careful to save the Handicapped parking spaces, we have available, for those that have
state Handicap parking authorizations.

Happy Birthday to:
4th
6th

Margie Brown
Blaine Moyle
th
7
Victoria Hillabolt
10th Carole Gassaway
21st
Emily Steward
21st
Payton McBurney
22nd Ashlynn Kay Nieland
28th William Houseman
30th Alice Nelson
31st
Richard Smith
31st
Tamarra Cooper

Happy 2018
If good wishes always come true,
Our most sincere we send to you!
Worship Volunteers
January 7th:
Ushers: Shirley Wilson (Capt.), Rosie Hollingshead, Joan Foresman,
Doris Sheeder
Transportation: Marvin Barton
Greeter (upper door): Alice Marnin
Nursery: Alyssa Medina
Communion Stewards: Beverly Nolte & Marcia Isaac
Bulletin: Lisa Karen Hankey
January 14th:
Ushers: Jeff Woodard (Capt.), Marvin Barton, Dave Strock, Susan Strock
Transportation: Barbara Ratcliffe
Greeter (upper door): Belle Lemley
Nursery: Barbara Ratcliffe
Bulletin: Lisa Karen Hankey
January 21st:
Ushers: Dick Smith (Capt.), Steve Piper, Marvin Barton, John Ratcliffe
Transportation: Dick Smith
Greeter (upper door): Dean Brown
Nursery: Bonnie Becker
Cookie Sunday: Dean & Mary Brown (Hostess), Marcia Isaac, Lisa Karen Hankey
Bulletin: Sharon Andrews
January 28th:
Ushers: Phyllis Roe (Capt.), Jaylene Barton, Charles Sears, Carlos Medina
Transportation: Marvin Barton
Greeter (upper door): Jerry & Alice Nelson
Nursery: Dave & Susan Strock
Bulletin: Mary Brown

JANUARY, 2018
Sunday

7

Monday
1

Tuesday
2
9:30 A.M. =
Prayer Band,
host Alice
Marnin @
church

Wednesday
3
6:00 P.M. =
Youth Group

Thursday
4

Friday
5

Saturday
6

8

9
7:00 PM Finance
meeting

10
6:00 P.M. =
Youth Group

1
No Esther
Circle

12

13

18

19

20
8:00 AM –
Men
breakfast at
Perkins on
Euclid

6:00 P.M. =
Choir Practice

14
Human
Relations Day
offering
Lunch after
worship –
Finance team
hosts
21
11:30 AM/3:30
PM Scrapbooking

28

15

16
9:30 AM –
Prayer Band @
Phyllis Roe
home

17
6:00 P.M. =
Youth Group
6:00 P.M. =
Choir Practice

7:00 PM Adm. Board
22

29

23
February
Newsletter
Information
due

24
6:00 PM Youth Group

30
9:30 AM –
Prayer Band @
Barbara Potter
home

31
6:00 P.M. =
Youth Group

6:00 PM Choir Practice

25
2:00 PM Martha
Circle @
Phyllis Roe
home

26
EHS Boys’
Swim Team
Conference
Dinner (Brown
& Dolphin
hosting) 5:00
PM

6:00 P.M. =
Choir Practice

Wishing you a happy and healthy 2018

Sheridan Park United Methodist Church
4100 E. Sheridan Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50317
SheridanParkUMC.org

Pastor: Josh Steward
Josh’s Cell Phone: (515) 991-6368
Church Phone: (515) 266-6404

No Gleaners
social
27

